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Medical Practitioners and the

Military Service Acts.
THE Central Medical War Committee, the Com-

mittee of Reference formed by the Royal College of
Physicians of London and the Royal College of

Surgeons of England to deal with special cases,
and the Scottish Medical Service Emergency Com-
mittee, are now recognised in the Regulations
made under the Military Service Acts as the Pro-
fessional Committees for all medical men who
come within the provisions of the Acts. The effect
of this recognition, which was announced last week
in THE LANCET, is that every medical man,
married or single, under the age of 41 next birth-
day, and consequently liable for service in the

1rmy, will come under the purview of one or

)ther of these three committees on the question
whether it is his duty to take a commission in the
R.A.M.C. or to continue as a civilian practitioner.
practitioners of military age in England and Wales
nay be divided into those who are enrolled and
hose who are not enrolled under the scheme of
he Central Medical War Committee, a body whose
ctivities have resulted in the enrolled being the
arger class. A medical man under 41, who is enrolled,
vill not be called up for service with his class by
he recruiting authorities, but while pursuing his
ivil avocations he will be liable to be called upon to
ake u commission in the R.A.M.C. if and when the
Jentral Medical War Committee decide that it is
Lis duty to do so. If he should receive a notice
rom the recruiting authorities calling him up, the
reduction of his certificate of enrolment restores
im at once to his proper position in accordance
7ith a definite Army Council Instruction. In

cotland the same procedure applies with regard
3 those who are registered with the Scottish
[edical Service Emergency Committee.
But a modification in the position of the enrolled
tan under 41 has resulted from the passing of the
ew Military Service Act. Hitherto medical men who
ave taken service since the beginning of the war
; doctors in the army have done so on the system
’ a contract for one year or until their services
e no longer required, whichever happens first.
is now announced authoritatively that every
edical man under 41 is, in virtue of the new Acts,
lder an obligation to serve not only for 12 con-
;cutive months, but for further periods if needed,
ith such intervals as may be determined, if the
ilitary authorities (acting on the advice of the
ofessional Committees) require him to do so.

view of the obligation on all other classes of
e community to serve for the duration of the

war, the medical profession is not in a position to
object to this new condition. While service with
the forces remained voluntary, the Central Medical
War Committee was fully aware that a medical man
by enrolling undertook no more than an obligation
for one year of service, even while contemplating
the possibility that the prolonged duration of the
war might necessitate a further call. So men
who have completed their period of service are
invited to re-enrol, thus placing themselves again
under the Professional Committees to determine
whether and when their services will be again
required. In the new conditions every medical man
under 41, whether he enrols or not, will be under
the enhanced obligation, to be fulfilled by him if and
when the military authorities offer him a com-
mission on the advice of the Professional Com-
mittee concerned. A given doctor, however, will, we
hope, not be selected for a second period of service
under the enrolment scheme until other men,

equally eligible in other respects, have been taken
for service; this would seem to make it unlikely
that an enrolled man would need to be called upon
without a substantial interval between any two

periods of service. Of course, any doctor who

prefers his service to be continuous may re-engage
at the end of his first year.

In our opinion in each of the cases here under
consideration the medical man should enrol under
the new conditions-namely, with an obligation
not limited to one period of service of 12 months,
but extended to such further period or periods as
may be found necessary; he must trust the War
Office in making its call to give full value to the
advice of the Professional Committees. By so doing
he will be helping to retain for the medical pro-
fession its privilege that the doctor can always fulfil
his obligation for military service, not in the ranks,
but by becoming a commissioned officer. For if he
is enrolled he will not be called up by the recruit-
ing authorities for military service under the com-
pulsory provisions of the Military Service Acts. He
will be liable to 12 months’ consecutive service, but
his obligation to serve (qualified in these ways) will
be exacted from him only if and when it is deemed
right by a committee established for the purpose
by his own profession. All medical men under 41
who do not enrol under the new conditions will be
called up by the military authorities in their classes.
If they do not desire to be taken for general
service, it will be necessary for them to appeal
to a local tribunal for exemption. Under the section
of the new Military Service Act which deals with
medical men, the local tribunal will refer the case
to one of the Professional Committees, when the case
will be considered, and a recommendation made to
the local tribunals which will be binding on them.
It will be seen, therefore, that whether a man is
enrolled or not, his case will be decided by
the same Professional Committees. The enrolled
man saves the time of himself and of the tribunal

by enrolling, the unenrolled will go through certain
formalities only to arrive at the same place.
Throughout these remarks the case of conscientious
objectors has not been alluded to; with them the
Professional Committees do not deal.


